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Special Issue: Science in Support of International Treaties on POPs 
 
Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) are an international and long–term concern. A POP that is emitted today in your home country 
may end up in someone’s meal on the other side of the world several years from now. In this sense, POPs are truly unique among 
contaminants. International research and policy on POPs continues to mature and grow on the shoulders of insights from early studies on 
the first, “legacy” POPs. Many challenges lie ahead as “new” POPs are identified but with sometimes completely unexpected fate and 
transport pathways.   
 
As guest editors, we recognize that the success of this special issue of Atmospheric Pollution Research is only possible because of the 
hard work and devotion of the contributing authors and the important feedback contributed by those called upon to provide expert 
reviews. This special issue is a snapshot in the time–line of international research and policy of POPs. The papers of this special issue reflect 
the interconnectedness and the increasing integration of various aspects of POPs research – namely emissions, measurements, process 
studies and transport and fate models. This special issue is also a testament to the advantages and strength of international collaborations 
and technology transfer that advance our knowledge of POPs to best inform international treaties on POPs. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Harner 
Air Quality Processes Research Section, Environment Canada, 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3H 5T4 
 
Hayley Hung 
Air Quality Processes Research Section, Environment Canada, 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3H 5T4 
 
Matthew MacLeod 
Department of Applied Environmental Science, Stockholm University, Svante Arrhenius väg 8, SE-11418 Stockholm, Sweden 
 
